F.P.M.T Basic Program at Amitabha Buddhist Centre, Singapore

Module Nine:  Engaging in the Bodhisattva Deeds (Part IV)
Discussion Session Number 1 (29 July 2007)

1. Explain the first two lines of Verse 1.
The Muni taught all these branches

For the purpose of wisdom
2. How does one posit the two truths? Two truths are said to be of one entity but two isolates – what does this mean?

3. Explain the meaning of Lines 3-4 of Verse 2. 

The ultimate are not the sphere of activity of the intellect

The intellect is said to be "thoroughly obscuring."
4. The Hearers’ schools object to the CMWS’ assertion that things do not inherently exist by saying they have no proof on this. If things do not inherently exist, how enlightenment is possible? 
How do the CMWS respond to these objections?

5.  The Hearers’ schools also question that if things do not exist inherently, how it would be possible to posit:

· rebirth?

· the presentation of virtue and non-virtue?

· the presentation of samsara and nirvana?

How do the CMWS respond to these objections?

6. Why does the highest school, the CMWS, assert the need to realise emptiness in order to achieve liberation?
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