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TANTRIC PATHS AND GROUNDS

Questions for discussion on Sunday, 29th March 2009

1. What are the different types of mandalas and what does the word “mandala” mean?

2. (a) What are the initiations conferred in the four classes of Tantra? 

    (b) What is the entity of an initiation? 

    (c) What are the criteria of determining whether one has received an initiation or not?

3. What are the ways of reciting mantra without deterioration of the four branches, through combining life-force exertion and retention?

4. What is the difference between Yoga with Signs and Yoga without Signs?

5. (a) In general, there are five buddha lineages. Why are only three of them mentioned in Action Tantra?

     (b) In Action Tantra, the tathagata lineage is considered superior, the lotus lineage middling and the vajra lineage lower. Why is the tathagata lineage considered superior (the highest)? 

